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AMENDMR'NTC TO THE CLAIMS 


Reply under 37 CFR 1.1 16 
Gr up 3643 



1. (currajtly amended) A retractable fishing net, comprising: 
a h^^e having a grip and a net 

a retrai(tion mechanism slidably mounted on said handle, said retraction mechaoism bemg 

movable betweel^ said grip end and said net end; 
\ "lU 

a flexible net support rand having a first band end and a second band end, said first band 
end and said second \and end each being mounted to said retraction mechl^m extijmal internal 
to said handle, said netWpport band thereby having a hoop shape, said net support bind being 
mounted relative to said handle and said retraction mechanism in a manner so as to provide said 
net si^port band with a sprmg quality , a portion of said net support band being exterior to said 
10 handle, said spring quality oksaid net support band acting to bias said retraction mechanism 
toward said net end of said handle; and 



a net^ng mounted on sai^net support ban d, said net ^nd having a plurality ofopening^ a p ' 


including a net oji^mge and at lea^^ one band opening, said net opening and said at least one band • 
npfininpr separat e from each Other, s^d netting cotmeeted to said retraction mechanism through 
IS said net opening and said net support band passing through said at least one band onening , 

2, (original) The retractable netW claim 1, wherein said handle has a releasable 
retention mechanism located proximate sard grip end, said releasable retention mechanism 
configured for retaining said retraction mechanism in a position proximate said grip end. 

3, (original) The retractable net of claim 2, wherein said releasable retention mechanism 
is a spring-biased button, said reuuction mechanis^ having a receiver hole therein for receiving 
said spring-biased button, 

4, (original) The retractable net of claim 1, whVein retraction mechanism includes a first 


mounting mechanism and a second mounting mechanisnusaid first band end being pivotally 
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Reply under 37 CFR1.116 
Group 3643 

mounted with xts^t to said first mounting mechanism, said second band end being pivotally 
motmted with respect to said second moxmting mechanism. 

5. (original) The retractable net of claim 1, wherein said handle fiirther includes a T bar 
mounted rigidly thereto at said net end tiiereof, said T bar being substantially orthogonal to said 
handle, said T bar havii^ a first bar end and a second bar end, said first bar end having a first 
member extending therefrom^ said first member defining a first receiver^ said second bar end 
having a second member extending therefrom, said second member defining a second receiver, 

6, (original) The retraciable net of claim 5, wherein said first band end extends beyond 
said first receiver, said second band end extending beyond said second receiver, said first 
member of said first receiver and said second member of said second receiver each contacting 
and biasing against said net support band, said first member of said first receiver and said second 
member of said second receiver each apnlying a biasing force against said net support band. 

I, (original) The retractable net of claim 6, wherein said handle has a handle axis, each 
biasing force having a first force component directed perpencUcularly inward toward said handle 
axis and a second force component directed p^allel to said handle axis and extending Ln a 
direction from said grip end toward said net end; said second force component of each biasing 
force thereby tending to bias said retraction mech^b[iism toward said net end» 

8- (original) The retractable net of claim 5, Therein said first member of said first 
receiver and said second member of said second receiver each are rollers. 

9, (original) The retractable net of claim 1 , wherein said net support band is configured 
to be both resilient and flexible. 

10. (original) The retractable net of claim 9, whereiA said net support band is composed 
of at least one of spring steel, aluminum, stainless steel, fibeigli\ss and plastic. 

I I , (original) 'Hie retractable net of claim 1, wherein sai^iandlc is hollow, said handle 
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Reply under 37 CFR U16 
Group 3643 

having a handle interior aJid a slot therein, said slot extending from proximate said net end to 
proximate said grip end of s^id handle^ said handle further having a pair of band openings 
therein, said band openings being positioned proximate said net end on opposing sides of said 
handle, each said band openingVeceiving one of said first band end and said second band ^d 
therethrough, said retraction mechanism including an anchor pin, said anchor pin extending 
through said slot and into said handle ulterior^ said first band end and said second band end each 
being coupled to said anchor pin. \ 

12. (original) The retractable net of claim 1 1, further comprising a hinge coupled to said 
anchor pin, said first band end and said second band end each being coupled to said hinge. 

I 13. (original) The retractable net of claim 1 1 , further comprising a net hook coupled to 
said anchor pin^ said net hook extending toward said net end of said handle, said handle including 
a net end opening capable of receiving said n^ing thereinto. 

14. (currently amended) A retractable, fishing net, comprising: 

a handle having a grip end and a net en4 said net end having a T bar mounted rigidly 
thereto, said T bar being substantially orihogonalVo said handle, S£dd T bar having a first bar end 
and a second bar end, a first member extending from said first bar end, said first member 
defining a first receiver, a second member extendingYiom said second bar end, said second 
member defining a second receiver; 

a retraction mechanism slidably mounted on said^ handle, said retraction mechanism being 
movable between said grip end and said net end; 

a flexible net support band having a first band end a^d a second band end, said first band 
end extending beyond said first receiver and mounted to said Yetradion mechanism e xt e rnal 
intemal to said handle, said second band end extending beyondVaid second receiver and mounted 
to said retraction mechanism, said net support band thereby having a hoop shape, said net support 
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y Reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 16 

\ Group 3643 

band biasing against each\f said first member of said first receive and said second member of 
said second receiver; and \ 

a netting mounted on s^d net support han d, said net end having a plurality of openings 
including a net opening and at leW one band opening, said net opening and said at least one band 
opening separate from each other, Vaid netting connected to said retrac tion mechanism through 
Tiftt opftninfT and said net suppon band passing through said at least one band opening , 

15. (original) The retractableVet of claim 14, wherein sdd handle has a releasable 
retention mechanism located proximate said grip end» said releasable retention mechanism 
configured for retedning said retraction mechanism in a position proximate said grip end, 

16. (original) The retractable net oftclaim 15, wherein said releasable retention 
mechanism is a spring-biased button, said retraction mechanism having a receiver hole therein 
for receiving said spring-biased button. \ 

17. (original) The retractable net of claim 14, wherein said first member of said first 
receiver and said second member of said second reWver each are rollers. 

18. (original) The retractable net of claim 14\^ wherein said net support band is 
configured to be both resilient and flexible, \ 

19. (currently amended) A mediod of deployii^ a it^ractable fishing net, comprising: 
providing a handle having a grip end and a net endAsaid handle having a releasable 

retention mechanism located proximate said grip end; \ 

providing a retraction mechanism slidably mounted on said handle, said retraction 
mechanism being movable between said grip end and said net anM, 

providing a flexible net support band having a first band ena and a second band end, said 
first band end and said second band end each being mounted to said retraction mechanism internal 
e xternal to said handle^ said net support band thereby having a hoop shme, said net support band 
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being mounted reiativ\to said handle and said retraction mechanism in a manner so as to provide 
said net support band w\th a spring quality, said spring quality of said net support band acting to 
bias said retraction mechtoism toward said net end of said handle; 

providing a netting upon said net support band , said net end having a plurality of openings 
including a net opening and \t least one band opening, said net opening and said at least one band 
opening separate from each otoer, said netting connected to said retraction mechanism through 
said net opening and said net supbort band passing through said at least one band opening : 
retaining said retraction mefi^ianism in a position proximate said grip end using said 
retration mechanism; and 

releasing said retention mechanism to permit said spring quality to bias and thereby move 
said retraction mechanism tov^ard said net end of said handle , thereby moving said net supp ort 
band through said at least one band opening and said netting through said net opeping . 

20. (previously amended) The retractable net of claim 14, wherein retraction mechanism 
includes a first mounting mechanism and a second mounting mechanism, said first band end 
being pivotally mounted with respect to said firs^mounting mechanism, said second band end 
being pivotally mounted with respect to said secom mounting mechanism. 
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